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This edition of Folk Lines gives an update on our Festival preparations in these times
of uncertainty.

Kerry Jarvis photo

Festival 2020??
Many people are
wondering if the Folk
Harbour Festival will
run this August. We
wonder, too. We are
aware that many
summer festivals have
already cancelled, while
others have not made
that decision at this
time.

The Board of the
Lunenburg Folk Harbour Society is following this situation closely. We are monitoring
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notices from all levels of government and from public health agencies. We have a
Board member who has been participating in weekly meetings of the Atlantic
Presenters Association in order to keep up-to-date on current recommendations and
decisions other presenters are making. Our volunteer Board of Directors has doubled
the frequency of meetings to every two weeks in order to better follow this rapidly
changing situation.

If we must cancel, we will notify our audience members through this
newsletter, our Facebook page, and our website. In the case of cancellation,
ticket fees will be refunded.

Our Board of Directors consists of volunteers who care about Folk Harbour and are
passionate about supporting live music, but we are not public health experts;
therefore, we will be following directions from the appropriate authorities as we make
our decisions. Please bear with us as we navigate these uncharted waters.

Festival lineup
In the last issue of Folk
Lines, we presented our
full Main Stage lineup
and highlighted our
headline acts. In this
edition, we continue to
give biographies of our
Festival artists. While it
may seem strange to
do this when we aren’t
even sure if the Festival
will take place, there
are good reasons for
doing this. One is that the Program Committee has been meeting weekly since the
2019 Festival ended to consider artists for 2020. It is respectful of the enormous
amount of work done by that committee to show the excellent lineup they have
assembled. Another is that every opportunity to shine the spotlight on touring
musicians should be seized. These are brutal times for those making their living in
the music business, and we want to bring these artists to your attention. Please visit
their websites, listen to their music, buy directly from them if at all possible,
and support them any way you can.

Ennis Sisters



Since their first Folk
Habour appearance in
2014, the Ennis Sisters
– Maureen, Karen, and
Teresa – have delighted
our audiences with their
signature blend of
evocative songs and
angelic harmonies
served up with a large
dose of humour. The
siblings from
Newfoundland and

Labrador are highly acclaimed, having won a Juno, a SOCAN, multiple East Coast
Music Association, and Music NL awards. They released their debut recording, Red
is the Rose, in 1997, and have nine other releases to date; their most recent CD is
their 2018 offering, Keeping Time.

The Ennis Sisters’ song, “Sing You Home” is a hauntingly beautiful tribute to those
loved and lost in war; this video was created as part of the “Remember Them”
campaign leading up to the 100th Anniversary of the Battle of Beaumont-Hamel on
July 1, 2016.

Pretty Archie
Pretty Archie stormed onto the
Folk Harbour scene at the
2019 Festival with their high-
energy performances and their
huge sense of fun. The Cape
Breton band amassed new
fans throughout last year's
Festival and it was fitting to
have them return. Pretty
Archie, named for a street
musician in Sydney, consists of
long-time friends Brian
Cathcart (lead vocals and
guitar), Matt McNeil (mandolin
and guitar), Colin Gillis (harmonica, bass, and vocals), Redmond MacDougall (banjo,
percussion, and vocals), and their recently added band mate, Scott MacLean (guitar
and mandolin).

Pretty Archie released its debut recording, Steel City, in 2013, and followed that with
North End Sky (2015), Sing Alongs & Love Songs (2016), and Hanging On (2019).
These recordings earned the group nominations from the East Coast Music
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Association and Music Nova Scotia. “We Don’t Live Forever”, the first single from
Sing Alongs & Love Songs, was nominated for Music Video of the Year at the 2017
Music NS Awards. Check it out here.

Pretty Archie is a group with an obvious passion for touring and a unique musical
connection, traits that come through in their high-energy, foot-stomping, and highly
entertaining live performances.

Holly Near
A renowned singer and activist,
Holly Near has been advocating for
a more equitable world for over 40
years. The native of California is
one of the most powerful,
consistent, and outspoken singers
of our time. A skilled performer
whose joy and passion are always
evident, Holly’s concerts elevate
spirits and inspire activism; her
music speaks to all those who
believe in peace, justice, and a
better world for all.

In 1970, Holly was a cast member in
the Broadway musical, Hair. After
the Kent State shootings in May of

that year, the entire cast staged a silent vigil in protest. The following year, she
released her heartfelt response to the shootings, “It Could Have Been Me”. In the
years that followed, Holly was involved in anti-Vietnam war activities, she formed a
record label to promote and produce politically conscious musicians from around the
world, and she became a staunch advocate for LGBTQ rights. With an enormous
discography ranging from 1973’s, Hang in There to her most recent release, 2018
(with an astonishing number of solo and compilation recordings in between), Holly
Near is an absolutely legendary singer and activist who brings her inspirational songs
and stories to Folk Harbour for the first time.

In this video, Holly leads a rousing rendition of "Singing for Our Lives" in 2015 at the
50th anniversary of the first national demonstration against the Vietnam War in
Washington, DC.

Danny Michel
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Danny Michel is an
artist who defies simple
categorization, as his
music spans rock, pop,
folk, world, and at
times, even classical.
What is easier is to say
that his wide-ranging
interests have kept his
music fresh, and his
thoughtful lyrics and
charming performances
have earned him a
devoted fan base.

Danny has received much critical acclaim, having been nominated for three Junos
and the Polaris Prize; in addition, he won "Producer of the Year" and the Oliver
Schroer "Pushing The Boundaries" awards at the 2017 Canadian Folk Music Awards.

Despite this recognition from the music industry, Danny says that his career
highlights include performing for Jane Goodall’s 85th birthday party, touring with
Stuart McLean (he performed as a musical guest on The Vinyl Cafe 70 times
between 2006 and 2016), and working with charities close to his heart. The native of
Kitchener-Waterloo, ON, has ten studio albums dating back to 1999, including
Khlebnikov, recorded aboard a Soviet-era Russian ice-breaker on an arctic
expedition curated by Colonel Chris Hadfield, arguably the most northern album ever
recorded. From that album, check out Danny singing "Nobody Rules You (Live in the
Arctic)." According to The Toronto Star, “Danny Michel must be a bit weary of being
ranked as one of this country's undiscovered musical treasures. But it's true".

Check out Danny's website for more videos, to learn about his charitible work, and to
find out how to participate in his "Covid Concerts" – every Sunday, Danny will
perform from his country home via Zoom. For only $7, you can be part of a concert!

Tickets for Festival 2020
Festival passes are $175 ($87.50 for 25 and
under) and include taxes and fees.

Tickets are available through TicketPro
(www.ticketpro.ca, 1-888-311-9090)

and the Folk Harbour office (125 Montague St., Lunenburg, 902 634-3180,
music@folkharbour.com).
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If the Festival has to be cancelled, you will get a full cash refund (not just a
credit)! For better or worse, we have experience with this from our cancelled spring
fundraiser, Folk Fiesta! TicketPro has been fantastic to work with; they have been e-
mailing all those who purchased through them and issuing refunds. Tickets
purchased in person (at our office or at outlet locations) have been refunded through
the Folk Harbour Office.

Would you consider donating to Folk Harbour?
We know that many people won't buy tickets now because of the uncertainty about
whether Festival 2020 will happen. Fair enough. But if you care about Folk Harbour,
would you consider a donation? We have lost almost all our revenue from our Spring
Series (but we incurred expenses), most usual sponsors are unable to support us
right now, and our major event of the year is in jeopardy. Yet, we still have our regular
operating expenses (salaries, rent) and we will continue to support young people with
our Jim Pittman Music Scholarships. We could really use donations. The Lunenburg
Folk Harbour Society is a registered charitable organization and we can issue
receipts for tax purposes.

We know many people are facing their own financial uncertainty right now, but if you
are one of the lucky ones whose income has not been changed throughout the
COVID-19 situation, we would appreciate any support you can give.

Donations can be made at the Folk Harbour office (125 Montague St.,
Lunenburg, NS, B0J 2C0, 902 634-3180) or on-line through our Canada Helps
page.

Support Folk Harbour

Norma MacDonald
Speaking of our cancelled / postponed
Spring Concert Series, Norma
MacDonald was scheduled to perform
on April 18 as part of a tour in support of
her newly released recording, Old
Future. You can buy it through her
Bandcamp page. Here is a video for
"Trick of the Light", one of the songs on
the brand-new CD.
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You may also be interested in this article
from Saltwire's Stephen Cooke that talks
about Norma's new release as well as
the fact that she is presently working full-
time as an emergency room nurse.

We hope to present Norma on a Folk
Harbour stage in the fall.

We wish all readers of Folk Lines good physical and mental health during this global
pandemic. When we are able to gather again to enjoy live music – whenever that
might be – it will be a time of celebration, indeed.
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